[Comparison of gastrointestinal toxicity of 5-FU derivatives].
Gastrointestinal toxicities of tegafur (FT) and doxifluridine (DFUR) were compared using mouse intestinal enzymes as the marker. Enzyme activities were decreased during repeated administration of these 5-FU derivatives. When the drugs were administrated once a day, the decrease of enzyme activities were almost equal, but when administrated twice a day. DFUR showed greater decrease. Pharmacokinetical analysis revealed faster catabolism of DFUR than FT. In vitro 5-FU formation by GI extract was much higher from DFUR than FT. These data show a good agreement with the fact that the incidence of diarrhea is much higher in DFUR than FT.